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 Tyler Baier grew up on a farm outside of the small town Eau 
Galle Wisconsin.  His father Charlie introduced wrestling to 
Tyler at a very young age.  Tyler attended practices with the 
renowned Durand Youth Wrestling club.  Tyler started his 
winning tradition while wrestling for coach Tim Hartmann at 
the Arkansaw Middle School.  Tyler continued to excel as he 
entered high school.   Tyler posted one of the best career 
records in the history of  Durand High School, with a record 
of  128 - 16.   Tyler had 14 more wins than Tim Hartung who 
also won a state championship at  160 lbs. for Durand.  Tim 
then later wrestled for the Minnesota Gophers and ended up winning two 
N.C.A.A. championships.   

    It was in his junior year when Tyler started to show his true talent.  He started 
his junior season out red hot by winning the Northern Badger Classic.  Tyler 
placed second at the Middle Border Conference meet, and a few weeks later won 
the sectional tournament, which advanced him to the W.I.A.A.  state 
tournament.  At state Tyler swept through his competition all the way to the 
finals.  In the finals Tyler skunked Derrick Casper of Chilton  4- 0 to win the 160 
lbs. State Championship.  He ended his junior season with an impressive record of 
35-2.   

   Tyler worked extremely hard in the off-season to prepare himself 
for his senior year.  Tyler started his senior season the same way he 
did his junior season by winning the Northern Badger Wrestling 
Tournament.  He went on to win his first Middle Border Conference 
title, and placed second at sectionals, which advanced him to the 
state tournament.  At Madison Tyler lost his opening match to 
Brandon Czys (Mauston)  1-3.   He ended up beating the rest of his 

competition to take a fifth place finish at state, with a senior record of 33-4.   

    Not only was Tyler a two time state qualifier and state champ, Tyler  was also a 
great leader in the class room and in the other sports he participated in.  Tyler 



earned  letters in football,  wrestling, baseball, and academics.   Tyler was named 
an academic All American his senior year, with a G.P.A. of 3.7.   

    Tyler is now wrestling for Cornell University.  The Cornell 
wrestling team is on the rise, and they are starting to make a 
name for them selves, as they put on an awesome performance 
this year.  They placed second in the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Wrestling Association.  Cornell won the Ivy League Title this year 
and placed 10th in team points at the N.C.A.A. 
tournament.  Cornell has the edge over all other N.C.A.A. 
wrestling teams, due to their brand new state of the art 

wrestling facility.  The Friedman Center serves as a practice facility and that is also 
where Cornell has their matches.   

    Tyler is academically a junior, but will have two more years of eligibility for 
wrestling, because he was injured his freshman year.  This year he won the Body 
Bar Invitational, was named first team all Ivy, and finished third in the Eastern 
Intercollegiate Wrestling Association.  With a third place finish Tyler advanced to 
the N.C.A.A. tournament, where he lost opening round to #12 Shane Webster 
from Oregon.  He then won his next two matches and lost his final match to end 
up 2-2 in the tournament.   At the Cornell wrestling banquet, Tyler was named 
most improved on the 2002-2003 season.  

  

  

    We got the chance to talk to Tyler personally and ask him about his  experience 
of being an N.C.A.A. athlete.  Here is our Q and A session with Tyler.    

  Q:  1. What is it like to be a college athlete? 

 A:    "Being a student-athlete is an unbelievable experience, but it isn't easy by 
any means.  I get to work towards my goals with a group of guys that share the 
same passion for my sport as I do, and get to do it in the best wrestling facility in 
the nation.  However, I also have to take on an Ivy League workload and juggle 
many other responsibilities.  One will only succeed as an athlete if they are able to 
properly manage their time between sports, studies, and having fun." 



Q:   2. What are your future goals? 

A:    "Properly setting goals may be the most important thing a student-athlete 
can do.  I won't tell you all of my specific goals because I feel that if you tell 
everyone your goals, that they don't mean as much.  If you only tell someone 
close to you, you will feel even more obligated to achieve them.  Anyway, my 
short term goals include maintaining a good GPA, achieving big things next year in 
wrestling, and believe it or not- skydiving sometime this summer.  Some of my 
more general goals are things like staying close to my family, being a honest and 
decent person, and taking advantage of every opportunity that is presented to 
me.  I have a view of what I want later in life (family, career, etc), and will focus on 
those goals in the years to come.  For now most of my focus is on wrestling and 
school, though." 

Q:     3. How much time do you put into practicing and staying in shape? 

 A:    "A lot.  In able to prosper at this level you need to have to get any edge over 
the other guy that you can, and being in top shape is one of those.  The only way 
to get better is to practice- the more time that you dedicate to anything the 
better you will become." 

Q:     4. What sacrifices do you make in order to achieve your goals?  

A:    "A lot.  I don't get to come home and see my family whenever I want to.  I 
don't get to have fun/go out whenever I want to.  I have to chose classes that 
work out with my practice schedule.  I really can't get into a committed 
relationship.  The list goes on, but put simply, there is just not enough time in the 
day.  Without a doubt, though, every sacrifice is worth it in the end." 

Q:    5. What would it take for people like us to become college athletes?  

A:   " The ability to push yourself.  A college coach will teach you how to become a 
champion, but if you don't have the self- drive and desire to reach your goals, it all 
means nothing.  Talent can get you far in high school athletics, but in college you 
gotta have heart." 

Q:    6. If  you could go back and change anything in the last few years, 
what  would it be? 



 A:    "I've made mistakes and I'm no angel, but I live my life without regrets 
because I take responsibility for everything I do- good or bad- and I'm trying hard 
to live my life to the fullest.  I wouldn't take back anything." 

  

    We hope that Tyler will get even better as time goes on, and we are all proud of 
what he has already accomplished as a former DHS Panther. 
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 Pictures from Durand High School 

  Tyler getting ready for a big 
match.  "Let's go Panthers!" 

    



 

Tyler winning as a young high school 
student.  

 Tyler as State Champ. 

 

 

  

   Tyler's school wrestling picture. 

 



 

 

Pictures of Tyler Wrestling at Cornell  
 

   Tyler in an unusual riding position. 

Tyler countering his opponents shot. 

 



 

 Setting up for a shot. 

  Tyler gaining riding time. 

 

 

Young Pictures  



 

  Young Tyler with his mom, Kris. 

Tyler tuckered out after a wrestling 
match with his father Charlie, his 

sister, Corrine,  and the cat. 

 



 

  

  

  

Tyler showing his "bear- like" strength.  

  

  

  

Go ahead...shoot on me...I dare 
you! 

 



 

  

  

   

Tyler bringing home gold early in his 
career. 

Everyone needs a role 
model...here's Tyler with two time 
national champion, Tim Hartung, 
after Tim won his own Wisconsin 
State Wrestling Championship. 

 

  

 


